Chemopreventive drug treatment in subjects with genetic predisposition to cancer: prescriber liability and healthcare disparities.
Advancements in pharmacogenomics and chemoprevention promise to reduce cancer incidence and mortality, but utilization will undoubtedly be accompanied with ethical and legal issues that largely remain unexplored or discussed. As pharmacogenomic information is assessed more comprehensively and inexpensively, it will influence decisions regarding when and to whom chemoprevention therapy will be initiated. Pharmacogenomics will change the manner in which the liability system will perceive and analyse risks. Management of the risks related to chemopreventive treatment will differ from traditional disease management. Knowledge about cancer susceptibility will need to consider environmental factors as they relate to healthcare disparities.